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By: Ernie Wren
     The leadership for City of Ashland 
hosted a “Sales Tax Coffee Talk” for res-
idents at the local McDonalds this past 
Friday morning and the event went well.  
There was discussion between residents, 
Mayor Dorise Slinker, City Administra-
tor Kyle Michel, Ashland Police Depart-
ment’s (APD) Chief Gabe Edwards, and 
Public Works Director James Creel. The 
topic of the meeting was the proposed 
sales tax increase on April’s municipal 
ballot which reads, “Shall the munici-
pality of Ashland, Missouri, impose an 
additional city sales tax of one percent 
(1.0%) for the purpose of funding the 
street department and police department 
with no less than 40% of the annual tax 
revenue going to funding the street de-
partment and not less than 40% of the 
annual tax revenue going to funding the 
police department:  and if this sales tax 
is approved by the voters, then the next 
occurring property tax levy for the City 
of Ashland shall be at least 25% less 
than the property tax rate in place at the 
time this sales tax is approved.”
     I was able to ask several questions 
to the city leadership group on behalf of 
the Boone County Journal:

    • With the defeat of the online sales 
tax proposal last year by the city, in 
what ways is this proposal different?    

City Administrator Kyle Michel re-
sponded that first, this is not an online 
sales tax with the burden primarily on 
the local residents. This is an increase 
that will also capture the Highway 63 
traffic which stops in at Moser’s, Taco 
Bell, Breaktime, and surrounding busi-
nesses. Also, this proposal has an offset 
clause for a 25% less property tax rate 
if it passes, to lessen the impact on local 
residents.
 
    • Last year’s proposal was not spe-
cific as to how the money would be 
prioritized. Can you share specific 
priorities from the police department 
and public works the community can 
expect to receive if this proposal pass-
es?  

Police Chief Gabe Edwards stated that 
funding an additional officer (hopeful-
ly two) along with a rotational upgrade 
schedule on bulletproof vests and radios 
is high on the list. With growing num-
bers, Ashland has found itself about two 
positions short on officer levels in com-
parison to similar communities. A com-
ment was made by an attendee in regard 
to the fact that they appreciate the cur-
rent Highway 63 presence of Ashland 
officers. About 30 years ago, as Colum-
bia was growing, a heavy priority on 
gateway monitoring (I-70 east and west) 
was not placed, resulting in an influx of 

crime from Kansas City and St. Louis. 
Chief Edwards acknowledged this as 
part of APD’s efforts of monitoring traf-
fic and making a presence at Ashland’s 
entrances in an effort to deter incoming 
criminals. Public Works Director James 
Creel stated that catching up on side-
walks/streets repairs is a high priority, 
as is improving Ashland’s arterial road-
ways.  Specifically, south Henry Clay 
is in need of significant improvements, 
including widening the road, installing a 
curb & gutter, and sidewalks.  

    • With Ashland’s sales tax rate be-
ing slightly higher than surrounding 
communities, what is the justification 
for increasing it one percent?  

City Administrator Michel pointed out 
while this is true, Ashland is in a posi-
tion of needing to play catch-up on var-
ious areas of maintenance, while also 
completing new projects. This proposal 
puts a fair share of the burden on visitors 
to our community stores and alleviates 
some of the burden from property tax-
es. Ashland is also in a unique position 
of exponential growth in which proper 
maintenance and planning for future 
needs is needed to maintain community 
services. Attendees stated concerns that 
previous developers have built streets 
that almost seem to deteriorate before 
the subdivisions were even completed 
and wanted to know what is being done 
to hold developers accountable for the 
quality of their work. 
     Public Works Director James Creel 
stated that there are indeed a certain 
amount of subdivision roads that were 
built over 20 years ago that were not 
under the same requirements as exist to-
day. Those roads do need maintenance 
and repair. He shared the current testing 
process in which multiple sections are 
evaluated for content and thickness, and 
if they do not pass the quality test, they 
are not signed off on by the city. Without 
naming the subdivision or contractor, he 
shared that there is one developer whose 
subdivision streets have not passed the 
tests and the city has refused to accept 
responsibility for those roads, making 
them the responsibility of the develop-
er “in perpetuity” until such time as the 
developer passes the test. This can have 
significant financial impact on said de-
veloper in maintaining the streets to city 
code. 
     Towards the end of the “Coffee Talk” 
there appeared to be a general apprecia-
tion for the city taking the time to meet 
with the public, answer direct questions, 
and provide transparency in where funds 
will be dedicated. City of Ashland res-
idents will have to decide whether or 
not to approve this proposal, which will 
have a significant impact on community 
infrastructure and public safety.  

Sales Tax Coffee Talk Lady Eagles Make The Final Four!
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Girls varsity basketball team advances to the State Class 4 Semifinals. Southern Boone 
School District will use an unused snow day to be closed on Friday, March 17th to 
give the community the opportunity to attend and support the team in Springfield on 
Thursday, March 16th. Visit the Southern Boone Athletics Facebook page for link to 
purchase tickets. See p. 2 for more photos. Photo courtesy of Southern Boone Athletics.

Blakley and Laiken Dooley with Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother

Southern Boone High School Theater Productions hosted the first annual “Cinderella 
Tea Party” for students of the primary and elementary schools on Sunday, March 
12th to promote their theatrical production of Rogers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella. 
The show dates and times are March 16th-18th at 7:00 pm and March 19th at 2:00 
pm. For ticket information, see the Southern Boone High School Facebook page.

“Work and Leisure in Mid-Century Missouri”

The first art exhibit collaboration between the University of Missouri’s Museum of Art and 
Archaeology and the Montminy Gallery at the the Boone County History and Culture Center 
opens on March 17th. Visit their website or Facebook page for more details. 

CALENDAR 
 

10/30
Reading to Rex

10/31
Spooktacular

10/31
Trunk or Treat

11/1
42nd Annual 

Hartsburg 
American Legion 

Auxiliary Craft 
Show

11/1
Needle Felted 

Pumpkins

11/1
Hartsburg Lions 

Club Poker

11/1
Turkey Dinner
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HERE TO STAY?
The Dandy Lion Cafe may be able to stay in 
its current location, owner says
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SOUTHERN BOONE OUT
Southern Boone softball lost to Cassville 
0-2 in the state quarterfinals
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BY AUDREY ELLIS
Boone County Journal

Ashland’s 150th incorporation 
anniversary is still a year and a 
half away, but city leaders are 
already in talks to form a commit-
tee to commemorate the event.

The plans were first revealed 
Oct. 21 during the Board of Alder-
men meeting. The city hopes to 
form a committee soon.

Mayor Dorise Slinker wants to 
involve the Board of Aldermen, 
Ashland Parks Department and 
residents of Ashland to help plan 
the celebrations.

Slinker plans to include a parade, 
time capsule, 5K run and the mint-
ing of a commemorative coin.

Ashland was founded in 1853, 
and incorporated in 1877.

The Board of Aldermen also 
voted on the final passing of a 
chicken coop ordinance amend-
ment, and gave initial approval 
to the use of grant money to pur-
chase new police radios.

The amended ordinance for how 
close a chicken coop could be to 
a residential property was first 
brought to the Board of Alder-
men’s attention in September by 
a concerned citizen who had been 
cited for having chicken coops too 
close to her neighbors’ homes. She 
asked the aldermen to revisit the 
city’s rules for keeping poultry in 
backyards.

At the time, the city required 
residents to keep poultry at least 
75 feet from the nearest residence.

The aldermen amended the ordi-
nance, allowing for residents to 
keep up to five chickens in coops at 
least 25 feet away from a residen-
tial property. The amendment had 
been altered since its initial passing 
on Oct. 7, with chicken coops now 
required to be 10 feet from the 
nearest property line. Ashland’s 
previous ordinance did not include 
coop distance from a property line.

The amendment was approved 
in a 5-1 vote. Alderman Sam Turn-
er voted against the amendment.

The Board of Aldermen also 
gave initial approval for the pur-
chasing of more radios for the 
Ashland Police Department. The 
city of Ashland received $50,000 
in funds from the Missouri Blue 
Shield Grant Program, which 
will be used to advance the city’s 
Police Department.

“Right now, our radios are very, 
very lacking in buildings,” Ash-
land Police Chief Scott Young 
said. “This will be a better pene-
tration into buildings, especially 
school buildings, commercial 
buildings, things like that.”

Young also cited the need for 
new radios after Boone County 
changed its radio system. Previ-
ously, the Ashland Police Depart-
ment had planned to purchase 
more radios over a period of sev-
eral years. Now with grant fund-
ing, the Police Department is able 
to purchase new radios sooner. 

The Board of Aldermen unani-
mously approved the purchase.

City begins 
planning 
for its 150th 
anniversary

From left, Ayla Yung, 15, and Reese Garrett, 15, walk the Monster Dash 5K 
Run/Walk with their dogs on Oct. 25. The Southern Boone Area YMCA hosted 

the 5K and encouraged participants to dress up. Ayla and Reese dressed as 
referees while their dogs were dressed as a “wide retriever” and “quarterbark.”

See full coverage on Page 4.

AIYANA MASSIE   •   Boone County Journal

DASHING DOGS

Aldermen also approve new 
chicken coop ordinance

BY JOSEPH HARRIS
Columbia Missourian

As Columbia seeks to improve its public 
transit system, one option that city leaders 
are talking about is possibly adding a daily 
bus route to Ashland, the Columbia Regional 
Airport and Jefferson City.

The idea was one of several kicked around 
Oct. 21 during a Columbia City Council tran-
sit workshop.

“I have gotten a number of people con-
tacting me with interest in a regional route 
between us and Jefferson City,” First Ward 
councilperson Valerie Carroll said.

The estimated annual operating cost would 
be about $600,000 for six daily round trips 

on weekdays, according to a comprehensive 
transit study presented during the meeting. 
The route presented would go from Wabash 
Bus Station in Columbia to Columbia Region-
al Airport, an unidentified stop in Ashland 
and four stops in Jefferson City.

The Jefferson City stops would include 
its airport, Harry S. Truman State Office 
Building, Miller Street Station and the grey-
hound station.

Officials from Ashland and Jefferson City 
didn’t return calls seeking comment.

Some federal funding for rural transit 
services could be available to offset some 
of the costs, according to a consultant who 
presented the transit plan to the council. 

The federal Formula Grants for Rural Areas 
program typically aims to improve transit 
access for communities with fewer than 
50,000 residents.

Council members and other city leaders 
also discussed plans to improve transit with-
in city limits. The comprehensive transit 
study outlined how improvements would be 
made over the next two years.

After that, transit service would gradually 
be expanded in four more tiers, which likely 
would unfold over a period of up to 20 years. 
Overall, the improvements would include 
transit coverage to more sectors of the city 
and expanded hours of operation on week-
days and weekends.

Columbia considers future bus route to Ashland

BY ERNIE WREN
Contributor

Looking for some gift ideas this 
holiday season? Ashland and Harts-
burg are the places to shop for 
unique gifts!

The first one coming up is the 
42nd annual Hartsburg American 
Legion Auxiliary craft show. It 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 1, at the American 
Legion Hall in downtown Harts-
burg. Featured items include hand-
made gifts, gift baskets, jewelry, 
wreaths, raffle prizes and more! 
Baked goods and food will also be 
available, so make a morning or 
afternoon trip to Hartsburg and 
support your local community.

Give back this holiday season

Please see TOWN, Page 7A


