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573-657-5010
109 Eastside Dr  |  Ashland, MO

OUR MEAT IS CUT FRESH DAILY!OUR MEAT IS CUT FRESH DAILY!

YOUR LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY FOOD STORE!YOUR LOCALLY OWNED FAMILY FOOD STORE!

Start Your
Week with
Smart Moves

Quick Pre-Approval
Low Down Payment Options

Personalized Guidance

We believe everyone deserves a 
place to call home. Let’s find the 
right path for you.

Carrie
Mertensmeyer
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS# 322971
Company NMLS# 42056
Address: 408 Redbud Suite C | Ashland, MO 65010
Direct: 573-230-1500
E: CarrieM@genevafi.com
Licensed in: Missouri (MO)

For an appointment please call Carrie at  573-230-1500!

SEEKING PARTICIPANTS 
FOR COMMUNITY 
INTERVIEWS

For a study about local perspectives of community, news, and information in Missouri.

YOU MAY QUALIFY IF

• Are 18 years or older

• Live in Boone County

• Consume some amount of local news

PARTICIPATION INVOLVES

• Participation in this study is voluntary

• You must complete an interview that will last between 20-40 minutes

• You will receive a $25 gift card as compensation for your time

• Please follow the link or scan the QR code below to schedule a zoom meeting!

• https://calendly.com/hafg4-umsystem/community-interviews 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Hannah Artman, PhD
Principal Investigator             Missouri 
School of Journalism
h.artman@missouri.edu

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

October – December 2025

Songs including “Wagon 
Wheel” and “Last 
Cheater’s Waltz” 

played at the Southern 
Boone Senior Center on Oct. 
25 as couples paired off to 
waltz, two-step and jitter-
bug.

The center has roughly 
235 members, and around 40 
come every fourth Saturday 
to dance, socialize and listen 
to the band Silver Wings.

“The main thing is to get 
to dance and listen to the 
music and then the next 
thing is to visit,” Dollie Per-
kins said. “Most people put 
that visiting first, but I put 
the dancing first.”

Many of the members 
have known each other 
since high school.

“They’re all kinda like 
family to us because they’ve 
all been out here for years,” 
Mary Martin said.

Attendees at the dance 
also spanned multiple 
generations of true fami-
lies. Gracelynn Schaefer, 
7, came to dance with her 
grandmother, Kathy Crane, 

and great-grandfather, 
Wayne Crump.

Many of the attendees 
from Ashland, Columbia, 
Fulton and even Illinois have 
a lifelong history of dancing.

“My oldest sister used to 
dance by the radio with our 

Collie dog,” Perkins said. 
“The dog would stand on 
its hind legs, put its arms 
on her shoulder, and they 
would dance. So I started 
watching her.”

Some of the dancers bring 
their partners. Others, 

whose partners have passed 
away, dance among friends.

“Thank you, dancers,” 
Kathy Beasley, singer of 
the band Silver Wings, said 
after each song. “And thank 
you for dancing.”

‘Thank you for dancing’

Couples spin on the dance floor Oct. 25 at the Southern Boone Senior Center. The group meets every fourth Saturday of the month from 
7 to 10 p.m. to line dance, waltz, two-step and jitterbug while the band Silver Wings plays.

Kathy Beasley, center, dressed in a Catwoman costume, leads a line dance Oct. 25 at the Southern Boone Senior Center. Beasley is a 
part of the band Silver Wings and leads the singing as well as the dancing.

Gracelynn Schaefer, 7, dances to the song “Cotton Eye Joe” on  
Oct. 25 at the Southern Boone Senior Center. 

From left, Mary Martin, Dollie Perkins and Rachel Martin stand 
on the dance floor for a portrait Oct. 25 at the Southern Boone 
Senior Center. The three have babysat each other’s kids, gone to 
surprise birthday parties and spun around the dance floor together 
throughout the 60 years they have known each other.

Ashland seniors dance the night away

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ELIA MAST   •   Boone County Journal

“Most people put that visiting first,  
but I put the dancing first.”

DOLLIE PERKINS
Member of the Southern Boone Senior Center


